
AP English Language Summer 

Reading 2018-2019 
The required summer reading for AP Language and Composition includes two books and 
several selections from newspapers/magazines.  

 
Book assignment –  

A.  The year will begin with an assignment on two of these books.  
Choose and   read two books from the following list (please be 

  sure to pick different    
       authors): 

        -     Columbine by Dave Cullen 
              -      Outliers or Blink by Malcolm Gladwell 

            -      Unbroken: A World War II Story of Survival, Resilience, and      
                   Redemption by Laura Hillenbrand 
 -      Lean In by Sheryl Sandberg 
 -      Hot, Flat and Crowded or Thank you for Being Late by Thomas 
  L. Friedman 
 -     The Road to Character by David Brooks 

- The Other Wes Moore by Wes Moore 
- Drive by Daniel H. Pink 
- Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World that Can’t Stop 

Talking by Susan Cain 
- Freakonomics by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner 

 
As you read, you may use a highlighter and/or post-it notes to annotate the text, paying 
particular attention to passages you feel illustrate the increasing awareness or self-
awareness of the authors.  Also, be prepared to explain and discuss the style of the writers 
from the list of books provided.  Utilize details from the work to support your statements. 
 

B.  Write me a one page letter explaining what you thought of the books you 
 read.  Within your letter, please include some topics/questions that you 
 would like to discuss.  List some favorite passages and why you like them or 
 vice-versa.  It is your job to prove that you have read the books, not make 
 me suspect that you have not.  In addition, tell me a little about who you 
 are and what makes you unique.  This letter should be typed.  

 
Newspaper / magazine editorial reading assignment  
The focus of the AP Language and Composition course is on understanding, 
analyzing, and writing non-fiction prose.  This assignment gives you practice 
in reading and responding to essays and arguments.  



Choose a folder in which to keep this assignment.  
You will be submitting this assignment in the first week of school.  
 
Over the summer, think about one issue about which you are passionate (or about which 
you could be passionate). First, jot down the issue you are addressing.  Then, consider the 
following questions: what is the context of this issue, how does this issue affect our society, 
and what are different ways in which this issue could be addressed?  For your next step, in 
order to answer these questions, you will need to find three opinion/editorial pieces (from 
reputable newspapers or issue-based magazines, using at least two different sources) in 
which varying viewpoints about this issue are addressed.  Please read these viewpoints, 
paste them onto a piece of paper and then briefly comment on your reaction to the op/ed 
pieces (please refer to the questions to think about, located below). 
 
Examples of suggested newspapers/magazines:  
The Globe and Mail (newspaper) The National Post (newspaper)  
The New York Times (newspaper) The Washington Post (newspaper)  
The New Yorker (magazine) Atlantic Monthly (magazine) Harper’s (magazine)  
The Economist (magazine) Mother Jones (magazine) Salon.com (online magazine)  
 
Some questions you might want to think about:  
• Do you agree or disagree with the editorial’s viewpoints? Why?  
• Did the editorial make you want to know more about the issue?  
• What are some of the author’s best arguments? What makes them good?  
• Which arguments or points made by the author do not make sense to you and why?  
• How does this point of view support, refute, or qualify your opinion on the issue 

addressed? 
 
 


